








Private individuals

The best way for the private horse or pony owner to manage their manure is to
compost it at home in a properly constructed manure store. Once manure has been
composted for twelve months, it is generally accepted that the larvae of harmful
parasites will have died.

Manure has the potential to be a valuable commodity with the average annual manure
produced by a horse providing 45-55kg of nitrogen, 8-9kg of phosphorus and 30-45kg
of potassium along with micro-organisms that can improve soil structure and biological
activity (source: Surrey Horse Pasture Management Project). This will vary according to
bedding materials used, the horses’ diet and storage of the manure.

Composted horse manure is still valuable to gardeners and allotment holders, you may
be able to bag it up and leave it at an accessible gateway for local people to pick up.
If you have a trailer consider contacting a local allotment group and deliver bulk
quantities of manure to the allotment site.

With proper handling horse manure can be of little concern to other users of the
countryside. Horse owners can help to create a positive image of their activities by
handling and storing manure as inoffensively as possible.

Photos: Ad lib forage fed from a cattle feeder over the winter; hay meadow.
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Andrew Gilham Photography‘ .

Other equestrian waste

The guiding principles of waste management are Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. Can you
reduce the amount of time your equine spends in the stable? Can you reduce the
amount of bedding you use, perhaps by using rubber matting? Can you choose a more
readily biodegradable bedding material such as paper or straw? And can you reduce
or recycle feed packaging etc?

With an overwhelming selection of different equine feed stuffs now on the market
many people tend to choose a combination of feeds. This increases the amount of
waste packaging produced, especially if supplements are used as well. Consider
whether you could reduce the variety of feed stuffs you are using, are you using two
feeds which provide similar nutritional value?

Reuse packaging where possible — supplement containers make excellent storage
containers for use around the stables or home. Use baler twine to make haynets, tie
ups etc.

Photos: Dressage; Connemara ponies in their native environment.
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Consider using good quality meadow hay instead of haylage to reduce waste plastic
film. Good meadow hay should have a rich variety of grass and herb species which
makes it more palatable and provides a greater range of minerals and nutrients. If your
equine has a mild dust allergy hang the hay in a net outside in the fresh air for 24 hours
before feeding. Soaking uses a great deal of water which should then be directed to an
impermeable lagoon, tank or foul sewer. Grazing standing hay (foggage) will reduce
the need for stored/wrapped feed and therefore reduce plastic waste.

Water is a precious commodity and we all need to think more carefully about how we
use it. Check water troughs around the stables and in fields to make sure there are no
leaks. Minimise use where you can and install water butts to collect water run off from
stables and buildings. This can be used for scrubbing hooves, equine and human boots
etc.

Photos: Meadow hay; saving run-off rain water.
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HOTLINE 0870 780 1000

Plastic
Burning or burying plastics on your site is illegal. You can temporarily store your own
plastic in a secure place and arrange for it to be collected by contractors:
FarmPlas Network — a national network of regional collection schemes
www.farmplas.co.uk
Hotline 0870 7801000

For large livery yards/stables this will be an efficient and cost effective way of disposing
of large quantities of haylage wrap, shavings bags, feed bags, plastic containers and
baler twine. For small yards/individuals explore the possibility of forming a ‘plastics
cooperative’ with your neighbours. Take all your waste plastic to a central collection
point and split the cost of collection between you all.

Visit the following websites for a recycling directory where you can use your postcode
to search for facilities in your local area.

www.wasterecycling.org.uk

www.egeneration.co.uk

For more information on waste legislation contact the Environment Agency on

08708 506 506
www.environment-agency.gov.uk
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